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Phone call from Doug (Largs) April 30th '15, he and Margaret had been to the !Och the previous week. 
They stayed at a B&B Balquidder, newly built, close to Dores, he said it was a little pricey but very good value, 
run by lovely people and good views over the loch. Only there for three days, weather had been good, so it had 
been a productive visit. They took a trip on the Royal Scot, which operates out of Fort Augustus, following the 
West shoreline up to the 'Horseshoe', before crossing the loch and back along the other side to Fort Augustus. 
Doug said it is very well equipped with various types of sonar, with the displays where the passengers are able 
to watch what is under them. There are also audio descriptions on various aspects of the loch, and what may 
lurk in the dep1hs. It is suggested that a possible explanation of some of the large sonar targets, that are recorded 
from time to time, could be Ferrox Trout. In some other Scottish lochs, it is claimed that Ferrox Trout of over 
50lbs haw been caught. 

After months, a note in with their Christmas card ('15). Doug and Margaret had three short visits to 
Loch Ness and their son Alan bad joined them for a four-day visit based at the Clansman, in September. 
Weather was very good and they went up to the North at Dumess, and back down the East, to the loch. Alan has 
invested in a larger R.I.B., which came fitted with GPS and Gannen colour sounder. Doug said that '15 had 
been a good year on the Clyde for Basking Sharks, and they had used the new boat to find submerged wreaks, 
along with Dolphins, Seals and 'Baskers' . At one point they were able to sit quietly and have groups of twenty­
foot plus 'Baskers' swinuning all around them. They even managed to target a Minkie Whale, which had 
obliged with two passes under their sounder, with large traces on the screen. 

Over 1he years Doug has followed Basking Sharks on the Clyde with his various, improving, sounders. 
This outfit sounds very impressive and useful, hope they can get it to the loch sometime 

LOCH MORAR 
A TV programme, 'Secret Britain' if I remember correctly, featured people introducing us to favourite 

places, often a little obscure and off the beaten track. One of the places was Loch Morar, not really obscuro but 
somewhere you have to go to, rather than passing by on route to elsewhere. Loch Morar is a softer, prettier, loch 
than Loch Ness, especially the western end with the islands. It had been nominated by a father, who is a 
Countryside Ranger, and his young daughter. They, and the programme makers, did a very good job promoting 
the area and illustrating what a beautiful loch it is. The question of Nessie's cousin, Morag, inevitably cropped 
tip. The father having some video of 'mysterious' wakes on the loch. On very calm, black, water, between 
islands, very dark because of the reflected trees, there were two, narrow, bright stmlit wakes. Looking-· ·­
impressive they made steady progress across the surface, they did not appear to be displacing much water. The 
footage we were shown was quite short, and unfortunately, we did not see what became of the wakes, nor were 
we given much information. The father said they puzzled him, not having witnessed anything like them before:· 
I have to say I was surprised by that, as I have photographs, taken at Loch Ness, of very similar wakes. Mine I 
know were being made by Black Throated Divers, crossing the loch from just south of the Clansman Hotel. I 
saw Black Throated Divers quite often over the years, a fairly large, beautiful, bird, they seemed to prefer more 
open water to the Mergansers, which patrolled near the shoreline. I said surprised, as the 'Morar' wakes looked 
so much like mine, and I felt that the father, being a Countryside Ranger around Loch Morar, surely would have 
seen similar water fowl wakes. Of course it may be that actually seeing the wakes, in the flesh as it were, he was 
able to discount Divers, or other water birds, and did video something strange. 

- --··- · . 
LOCH NESS L1FO. 

Newspapers always take the chance to link 'strange-ness' to Loch Ness, and in June '15 the Daily Star 
was one which took such an opportunity. While on a family holiday from y ork, Alan Betts and his wife Anna 
and her parents staved at Runloit. wh;c_h h~Q 'Wnnrfpf"fo1 ".;"'nta ...... ,.... +i.. ... 1 ..... Ai. '"M.-. L-.f 1..--- C'---L--- - -L - .. .. 



- s ta}', so ~$-mother Tatiiiiwent"ou~ide-to-takeapicture of it. Aftefreturning hom: it was noticed, ~hlle 
looking through the digital images on a PC, that she had among her photographs one ~eh showed mysten~us 
disc-shaped objects seemingly flying low over the .loch. ~ usual the ~ewspaper illustra!1on was of P?Or ~ality, 
makin it difficult to make out the objects. They did, again as usual, give us enlarged view of the obJets with .an 
arrow~ them in the main picture. Two larger oval objects, looking a little like girdle scones, darker tops Wt~ 
lighter bands round the middle, behind each there are three much smallei: light ovals, like speec~ bubbles m 
cartoons. They are small against the mountains on the far side of the loch, m the foreground there 18 the grassy 

hillside and a belt of trees leading to the loch. futriguing to say the least. . . . . . 
However, it was soon pointed out that it looked like a table lamp reflect~g m a ;'mdow, a similar case 

bad been featured in Fortean Times 330. Mick West, creator of }Jetabunk.org, tn that mstance found that the 
photograph had been taken from indoors, the resulting 'UFO' image caused by dual reflection of a lamp from a 
double gtucd window. But this picture had been taken outside, hadn't it? Mick West contacted the oV¥ner of the 
Bunloit Famthouse and asked her to take some new photographs, from indoors looking out over the loch in the 
same direction as in the original photograph. He also asked her to tcy to get some reflection from the light, and 
if possible take video, so the relative position of things could be seen. The owner, who wishes to be anonymous, 
did as asked, although moving the table lamp a little closer to the window. The resulting comparison, while not 
an exact recreation, shows a larger image of the same shape and colour as the original, leaving very little doubt 
that that is what the original was, and that it had been taken from indoors. 

Once again careful scrutiny and investigation shows a 'mystery' to be perfectly explainable, also how 
important it is in any investigati~ that the full facts are available and taken into account. 

Dr DENYS TUCK.ER 
Files newly made public und~ the freedom of infonnation act, are said to shed fresh light on Dr Tucker's 

seven year long legal fight over being unfairly dismissed from the London Natural History Museum in 1960. He 
said his dismissal was the result of his support for a case for something large and unknown inhabiting Loch 
Ness. The authorities feared that if he won bis claim they would be severely restricted in any future dismissal of 
a civil servant. 

Dr Tucker joined the NIDv.I as a scientific officer in 1946, after serving as a pilot during WW2. He 
became. an eminent zoologist in the department, impressing his colleagues, being described by some as the 
'most brilliant' to have worked at the museum. However this reputation was somewhat tarnished when in 1959 
after a trip to Scotland, he reported that while on the shores of Loch Ness, he bad witnessed an 'unnamed 
animal' break the surface. He wrote to 1he magazine 'New Scientist' saying that the creature could only have 
been an Elasmosaurus, and that Loch Ness held one of the most exciting and important :findings in zoology. 

This did ·not go down well with his superiors, who obviously thought that it was inappropriate for one of 
their .leading researchers to be looking into the case of some legendary, mythical, beast. In October 1959 the 
NHM wrote to employees warning them that the trustees "do not approve of the spending of official time or 
official leave on the so-called Loch Ness phenomena. They have no intention of curtailing the granting of 
special leave for approved purposes, nor of interfering with the manner in which members of staff spend their 
private leave." The letter then continued to say, "They take this opportunity to warn all concerned that if as a 
result of the-activities of members of staff the museum is involved in undesirable publicity, they will be gravely 
displeased." When Dr Tucker did not retract his statement and continued to support further research at Loch 
Ness, research that has continued over the decad~ he was dismissed in 1960. The Museum's director. Dr 
::Vfonison-Scott cited Dr ~~cker's ~_!~plinary record. Among some o~er quesfionably beha"'.ior, he ke'pt a 

pistol on bis desk, and in one instance he was said to have waved it at a colleague, Dr Tucker died in 2009, aged 
87, and had never held another academic post. He remained convinced that the establishment was attempting to 
cover up his :find.in~ at Loch Ness. Oliver Crimmen, the curator of fish at the NHM, met Dr Tucker shortly 
before his death and said, "he seems to have been an impossible character to keep within the· confines of the 
orderly Civil Service atmosphere. He paid a heavy price." 

I have not seen the full :fmdings of the case, but from wnat I have read, there does not seem be much the 
:Musewn could not have handled in a simpler fashion. Surely it could have said that Dr Tucker was a brilliant 
scientific officer, doing very good work for them, unfortunately like so many brilliant people, he was somewhat 
eccentric. In view of his invaluable work for the Natural History Museum, they humored this eccentricity in his 
private life, although they disassociated the Museum entirely with the strange views he held in this matter. 
'Problem solved_ 



Perhaps an error of judgement, to summarily dismiss such a colourful character, someone who bad a 
distinguished wartime career, and expect a quietly cleared desk -1 departure. The result was a seven-year legal 
battle, involvhig an Archbishop, a scnior MP; and members oftho aristocr~. ·nr Tuckot's case·was eventually 
thrown out by the Court of Appeal, but at what cost to the NHM, bothiinaneially and in prestige. · 

SONAR 
... , ____ .._..-.., ________________ ----

Newspaper story, mid-:Ianuary '16. Former fisherman, now plclSQR boat skipper, Keith Stewart 
reported picking up an unusual shape while using bis sonar in 1hc loch. Not really a believer before, but when he 
saw an image on the screen of a Ion& humped object, lying on the bottom, he docs won6or what could be in 1hc 
loch. Also when he later looked for it, in the same area, he could :not find it. He later came across a trench in the 
loch bottom which his equipment indicated was 889ft deep. This is 150 feet deeper than the previous maximum 
dep1h of the loch. One 'expert 'suggested this could be the result of an eatdiquake in 2013, and~- the new 
home of the Nessi<( family. 

Once again I must show my *k of knowledge about sonar, but I think l am correct to say that sonar 
does not give a 'shape', it registers the di:ffCience. in density. A lm'.gcr object., having more mass, will perhaps, be 
denser so give a larger, more defined 1race on the ,screen, but not the shape. Remembering the Simrad 
expedition many years ago, and the e~ly good equipment they used to produce their impressive 3D map of 
the underwater contours of'1he l<>cb; wlilch SliOwed the wori adhe-,,Y thelrwray-survey mT9lJ3/08~ ·aria the -· - -
results they produced were accurate. Even compared to work canicd mn using modern state of art equipment. I 
do wonder about the 'new deep' being found, there is no location ~ not even a vague area so it is difficult 
to have an infonned opinion. But you may remember some time ago another 'new deep' being found at the 
outer fiinge of Urquhart Bay, and different explanations being given, and a rogue sonar signal bouncing off a 
steep underwater wall was pcdmps 1he explanation. This 'new deep' at 889ft is 13Sft deeper than 1hc accepted 
deepest, not an insignificant amount, how bas it lain unnoticed till now? Tb.e suggestion 1hat it was formed in 

· - 2013, by an earthquake, is questionable I think. Any movement of the looh tloor by almost lSO feet, even a 
comparatiwly small area, would surely haw resulted in some disruption at the surface. Thon of course the 'new 
hidey hole' for the Nessic family!!! Much more investigation needs to be done into all aspects of this report. 

STEVE FEL1HAM , 
In July last year Steve and Ncssie made the national newspapers, with startling headlinos such as 

"Nessie's a Fish.I". One article WCilt on to say that, after 24 years at the loch-side hunting the monster, he was 
now convinced that the creature is actually a giant Weis Catfish, as found in EaStern ElJt()pe. The reporter asked 
him if now he would give up the hunt and go home. It was also said that some locais feared damage t.o the 
toorist 1ndus1ry, as such a claim would kill the Ncssie mystery and cut visitor numbers. To be fair the Daily 
Mi1Tor did have a much better piece, which did inake Qlear that Steve did not claim to have solve<J the Nessie 
Myst.cry. He had just said that after all his years of.research, there were a number of different thcorles to explain 
what the eye-witnesses ~911ed, among them Sturgeon, Eels, and Wels Catfish. At the moment Steve said that 
perllaps the We ls was the .lc;ading .. cont~~-but tba,t it did not e;m~y,of th~J$POl&§ . _ ,, ~ _ - . . 

Steve appeared on the 1V programme, 'This Morning', the day .after the Catfish headlines. Being asked 
some sensible questions, he was able to give a very good interview and make his PQtition clear. He said that a 
few days previous while sitting outside making bis model monsters, which provide bis income, kcc:ping a 
watch-full eye on the loch. A free-lance journalist, who Steve knows, as he cycles out from Invem.~s from time· 
to time, joined him. As the con'W!sation ranged over the subject, Steve was asked what he thought may be in 
the loch, and he put forward the 'Weis theory' as a possibility. Steve has witnessed some happenings in Dores 
Bay, which he thinks could be caused by the iarge catfish. The journalist picked up on this, sayin& 'I could get 
something for the paper out of that' . The result was the lurid headlines, which h appeared over the comiitg days. 

Steve likened the situation to the Grand National, half way through the race, one horse is leading. at 1hat 
pointyou do not say there is 1he winner, .and try to coll~ yoqr w:innlnWJ. You must wait for the race to finish, 
and although he suggests the Weis, is leading the field of options; 1ho r.aco may still have a l~g way to go. He 
does not claim the hunt at Loch Ness is over, there are still very many questions io be answer~ one being the 
sjgbting_rcports of 'long necks'. The We1s givC$ ll).sw~ to SQlne of~; it definitely does not provide one 
for S foot necks being reported. As for him packing up and going 'bomc', where wauld that be? He ha& beon at 
1he loch-side for coming up 25 years, he is a respected member of the Dores village .conununity, is in a long 
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I receiVCd a tetter ftom Steve late last year after the 'Catfish' story. He apologiz.ed for taking sol~ to 
answer my Jast letter to him. It is a little comforting to know I am not the only one who takes so long to write, 
although Steve does have many better reasons, than I have. He said life had been very busy. He thought that 
pediaps, after seeing the wildly inaccurate news story, a lot of people thought 'well if he is leaving better go see 
him and bu.f a model'. So it has not all been bad, and ~ ar.e now a little quieter. No decent reports of 
anything in the loch this summer ('15), precious little last summer. He said, "maybe Bob Rines was right to be 
looking for carcasses on the bottom, in his later years". Mind you the summer was that bad up here was that, 
probably not many people were watching, he was. He was just back after :spending a week as a guest of The 
Hi~ Club, who are owners of Fort Augustus Abbey. He had stayed in.one of their lm."Ul'y flats, overlooking 
the monk's graveyard,· and the loch, very nice indeed. Every night he went and stood, sometimes for hours on 
that old grassy jetty by the boathouse .. V cry strong feelings in the mo.onlight, looking across the mouth of the 
canal to the spot where he pulled up in 1991,. of com,ing full circle and reminding him of how much he loves 
Fort Augustus. He said he did not know the monks had a proper outdoor swinuning pooi over the hedge by the 
lighthouse! Neith~ did 1 Even more stunnin& he and Hilary, were able to spend an hour up the clock tower, on 
the roof: watching the sun set! 1 He said, it is over a decade he and Hllaey have been togc1her. He still lives in his 
research van, on .~ beach, she in her house in Inverness, unusual, but seems- to suit 1hem both. 

He was invite.d tQ .tb~Jaunch of the new book,, 'A Monstrous Commotion (The Mysteries of Loch Ness)' 
by Gareth F. Williams. (this late November '15). -Who reck~SiC'Wis 1iivcnted in 'a""DJlttknrputrhrl936;-­
After the lam.eh 1hey are going out for a meal, Gareth, Adrian Shine, Dick Raynor, Stew, and parln~ Going 
on to say, "it is ironic really that all four of us round that table will at some point have. ;p~ed a small part in 
hammering nails into Nessie's coffin. Dick when he changed his intcipretation of his piece of film. Gareth in 
his new book, me accidentally getting myscJf wildly miequote.d around the world, that Nessios don't exist 
because I think Catfish are 'the explanation. Which is not true at ~ they are just one of many guesses, and 
Adrian, well Adrian at any opportunity. I will be the one defender of the evidence. R.etncntbet Rip, when Adrian 
got you and me and others round to Drum to try to convinee us that Tim fihned a man in a boat, this time I 
might be the lone voice in the room". 

In with his letter was a very nicely done promotional postcard, One side is Steve's stocy and. thanks for 
buying one of his handcraftcd Ncssic models. The other is The Highland Club, sales and holiday 1e~gs contact 
details; +44(0)2034783897, www.thebiahJandclub.co.uk. nsteele@thehigblandclub.co.uk, wi~ mutual benefits. 
Steve signed off saying, van iS- still water tight, and he is still fit. His letters are raritie$ but so good to receive, as 
I always say it is good to know someone is watching the water for~-

I do indeed remember the times; good times, when groups of us where brought together, wi1h many 
differing points of view, ~ through the good offices of Adrian, and enjoying lively .discussions. Being able 
f'? ~cw, on ~e occ~ The eff~liCite T~'.s film. A~ with o1hen, had taken great pa.ins to use 
~ eqwpment, s~ • water _and ~ conditions, . filmmg a 'man in . a boat' crossing the Joch. 
Um~ly, fi:om 1hCJl' .pom~ "!- VJ.ew, that 1s ~xactly what they achieved, good footage of a man in a boat, 
croesmg the loQh. It was not Tnn s fihn. There did not seem to be any differences in equipment etc, 80 I do not 
kttow how 1he sequences- WmHMt~erent. Pem111» a ja,..jqat.1hai-on-~ ~196.0,.. Tun ~!lid .film 
some1hing large, and unusual, movmg across the waters of Loch Ne$S. . 

. Again it hU taken me so long to ~ut ttii8 Nessletter tog~cr, perhaps I should just put the year on the 
~ and ~ve th~ m°!6- My apo~o~ no real acceptable re~ just the usual situation, which I have 
Mitten about .m pre":ous issues, and will not bore you by repeating here. Although now being an octogcnariab 
am I able to hide behind that, ~obably not? Thank you for being the NIS, and tolerating the intennittent service. 
Please remember your nem, VJ.OW!, and thoughts are very important, even more so now. Visitors alwavs made 
welcome, subscriptions, I feel em~massed to mention, if you are good enough to continue to ,subscribe:~ UK 
S.00 USA $10. The address mnams:- R.R.Hepple, 7 Hlmtshieldford, St John' s Chapel, Weardale Co Durham, 
D~13 1.RQ Tel: Q1388 537359. Mobile 07989813963. ·- ' . 
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